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In addition to the testimony offered by the world of plants and animals to supernatural claims, champions of the orthodox account of the creation found support for their position in the voyages of Captain James Cook. Prior to his demonstration of the proximity of Asia and America, pious men had been perplexed by the Scriptural story of the deluge; for if the entire world had been covered by water and if only Noah and his immediate companions had been saved, how could the American continent, seemingly at such a great distance, ever have become peopled?. Now, however, it was apparent that the Asiatic descendants of Noah's tribe could have crossed easily to America on the ice or in canoes; and thus faith in Scripture was reinforced and skepticism dealt a blow by the hand of science.
The necessity of recognizing science and of making certain that it was used to confirm rather than to undermine orthodox faith no doubt was in part responsible for President Timothy Dwight's decision to establish a chair of science at Yale in 1803. Benjamin Silliman, the incumbent, having been converted to orthodox Christianity in the Yale revival and having properly prepared himself for his duties by studies in Philadelphia and in Europe, began a long and distinguished career which fully justified the hope that science might lend support to Christianity.
The religious sanction for scientific inquiry was reinforced by the feeling that science might be useful to the commercial interests so dominant in conservative social and political thought. It is true that it was Jefferson rather than a representative of commercial New England who was responsible in 1807 for the first steps which ultimately resulted in the execution of a coast survey, so helpful to commerce. It is also true that the physiocratic President enlarged scientific knowledge through the Lewis and Clark expedition to the far Northwest. But the fur trade occasioned the expedition sponsored by John Jacot) Astor into the Oregon country, an expedition which enabled two naturalists, John Bradbury and Thomas Nuttall, to advance botanical and ornithological knowledge. The voice of commerce also spoke in The New American Practical Navigator (1801), an important manual which Nathaniel Bow-ditch, an anti-Jeffersonian New England mariner, prepared. This classic in its field made use of the mgthod of lunar observation originated by Theophilus Parsons, the conservative lawyer, who is generally remembered for his restatement of English common law in terms of American and, particularly, mercantile needs. Industry as well as commerce